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sand dune after sand dune until their water supplies were exhausted.
Even some of the camels gave up the struggle.
" We were so tormented with thirst that the men drank the camels'
rancid oil," records Hedin, " and I drank some Chinese brandy, which
otherwise was used for a lamp-stove. . . . We slaughtered the last sheep,
in order to drink its blood, but it was so thick and sickening that no one
would taste it.*'
LIVING   ON   GRASS   AND  TADPOLES
One by one the men fell exhausted, and Hedin, with his faithful
servant, Kasim, dragged themselves along with the ebbing strength
of dying men. Kasim was dreadfully giddy and confused. At fast
they reached the wooded banks of Khotan Daria, only to find the
bed of the river bone dry. Undaunted, Hedin pushed on alone. It
took him five hours to go scarcely two miles. Suddenly he came across
a pool of fresh water. Having satisfied his own needs Hedin carried
some of the precious liquid back to his companion in one of his top ;
boots, and so rescued him from the very jaws of death. He then left
him to go in search of food, and after living on grass and tadpoles
for three days and two nights, fell in with some shepherds. Kasirn
followed up his tracks, and Islam, another member of the party, who
had been found by some merchants, also rejoined him, leading die
camel that bore the explorer's notes, instruments and Chinese money.
The other seven camels and two men had perished.
Some two years later Hedin against crossed the Takla-Makan, but *
this time in a different direction. On this occasion he found the
remains of what must once have been a great and populous city. There
had been legends of the existence of such a place. As far as the eye
could reach were the weather-worn frames of houses, covering an
area two and a half miles in diameter. Excavations revealed images
of Buddha, tastefully painted walls, pillars, and evidences of various
kinds of industry. Basing his calculation on the the rate at which the
sand dunes travel, Hedin concludes that this "second Sodom in the
desert," as he calls it, was overwhelmed some 1,500 years ago.
Later, in 1906, Sir Aurel Stein, during one of his many travels in
the wastes of Asia, visited this lost city and carried out extensive
excavations. He found written records on both wood and paper
proving that this ancient city was called Loulan and was a frontier
town on the great " silk road " between China and the RomairEmpire,
Bales of yellow silk, bronze mirrors, rings, bells, stone ''seals, and
remains of ancient woven fabrics were found. Eventually four camel-
loads of " finds" were brought away.                                                   **
It was in Tibet that Hedin made some of his most important ~
explorations.   On two occasions he tried hard to reach the forbidden
city of Lhasa and on both occasions was turned back.   That was in *
1901.   He had entered Tibet with the largest caravan be had led up
to that time into unknown regions.   It comprised thirty-five met*,